









SPA 

Spa'ddlf. n.f [Diminutive of fpade (\ A little fpade. 

Others deftroy moles with a Jpadd'.e, waiting in the ttiorh*- 
ings and evenings for them. Mar limefs Husband/). 

Spade, n.f [ypao, Saxon ; fpade, Iflandick and Dutch.] 

1. The initrument of digging. 

Take the air of the certli new turned up, by digging with 
the fpade , or Handing by him that diggeth. Bacon. 

Many learned men affirm, that fomc ifthmes have been eat 


through by the fea, and others cut by the Jpade. 
His next advance was to the foldier's trade. 
Where if he did not nimbly ply th e jpade. 
His furly officer ne’er fail’d to crack 
His knotty cudgel on his tougher back. 

Here nature never difference made 
Between the feeptre and th z fpade. 

1. A deer three years old. 

3. A fuit of cards. 


Brown. 


Dry den. 

Swift. 
Ainfworth. 


Spa'd rc ecus. adj. 


liceus , Latin.] 


ij. [ fpadic 

Of thofc five Scaliger beheld, though one was (padiceous, or 
of a light red, and two inclining to red, yet was there not 
anv of this complexion among them. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 
Sp adj'lle. n.f. [ fpadille , or fpadillc, French] The ace of 
fpades at ombre. 

Spagy'ric K. adj. ['pagyricus, Lat. A word coined by Para- 
cefus from fpahe r , a fearcher, Teutonick.] Chymical. 
Spa'gyrist. n.f. Achymift. 

This change is fo unexampled, that though among the more 
curious fpagyrifs it be very well known, yet many naturalifts 
cannot eafily believe it. Boyle. 

Spake. The old preterite of fpcak. 

So fpake the archangel Michael, then paus’d. Milton. 
Spall, n.f [efpati'e, French.] Shoulder. Out of ufe. 

Their mighty ftrokes their haberions difmay’d, 

And naked made each others manly fpalles. Fairfax. 

Spalt, or Spelt, n.f. A white, fcaly, (hilling (lone, frequently 
ufed to promote the fufion of metals. Bailey■ 

SPAN, n.f [ypan, j-ponne, Saxon; fpanna, Ital. fpan, Dutch.] 
j. The fpace from the end of the thumb to the end of the little 
finger extended. 

A foot, the length of it, is a fixth part of the ftatute; a 
fpan , one eight; a palm, or hand’s breadth, one twenty-fourth ; 
a thumb’s breadth, or inch, one feventy-fecond; and a fore¬ 
finger’s breadth one ninety-fixth. Holder on Time. 

Will you with counters fum 
The vaft proportion of his infinite ? 

And buckle in a wafte mod fathomlefs, 

With fpans and inches fo diminutive 

As fears and reafons ? Shakefp. Trcilus and Creffda. 

Sum how brief the life of man 
Runs his erring pilgrimage. 

That the ftrctching of a jpan 

Buckles in his fum of age. Shakefpcare. 

When I removed the one, although but at the diftance of 
a fpan, the other would ftand like Hercules’s pillar. Brown. 

7. Any Ihort duration. 

You have fcarcc time 

To ftcal from fpiritual leifure a brief fpan, , 

To keep your earthly audit Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

The virgin’s part, the mother and the wife. 

So well Ihc adted in this Jpan of life. 

Then confcicnce, unreftrain’d by fears, began 


IVaUer. 


To ftretch her limits, and extend the fpan. Dryden. 

Life’s but a fpan , I’ll cv’ry inch enjoy. Farqhuar. 

To Span. v. a. 

1 . To meafure by the hand extended. 

Oft on the well-known fpot I fix my eyes, 

And fpan the diftance that between us lies. Tickell. 

2. To meafure. 

My furveyor is falfe; the o’er great cardinal 
Hath fhew’d him gold; my life is fpanrid already. Shakefp. 

This foul doth Jpan the world, and hang content 
From cither pole unto the centre; 

Where in each room of the well-furnilh d tent 
He lies warm, and without adventure. ^ Herbert. 

Harry, whofe tuneful and well-mcafur’d fong 
Firft taught our Engliih mufick how to Jpan 
Words with juft note and accent, not to fcan 
With Midas’ cars, counting Ihort and long. 

Span. The preterite of fp/n. See Spin. 

Together furioufly they ran. 

That to the ground came horfe and man ; 

'I hc blood out of their helmets fpan. 

So Iharp were their encounters. Drayton s Nymphid. 

Spa'ncounter. \n.f [from fpan, counter and farthing.] A 
ISpa'nfarthing. J play at which money is thrown within a 
(pan or mark. . _ r . , , 

Tell the king, that for his father’s fake, Henry V. in whofe 
time boys went to Jpancounter for French crowns, I am content 
be fhall reign. Shakefpcare's Henry VI. 

Boys fhall not play 

At fiancounter or blowpoint, but fhall pay 
Toll to fomc courtier. 


Milton. 


1 


I. 


Donne. 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English La 



SPA 

His chief folace is to ftcal down, and play at fpanfarthint 
with the page. ^ ' Swift. 

Spang. n.J. [fpange, Dutch.] This word feems to have fi s - 
nified a duller of (Lining bodies. " 

The colours that fticw beft by candlelight are white, carna¬ 
tion, and a kind ol fea-water green; and ouches or Jpanes 
as they are of no great coft, fo they aie of moll glory. Bacon 
Spa'ngle. n.f. [Jpnnge, German, a buckle, a locket: whence 
ohtr fpavgen, car-ring..] 

1. A fmall plate or bofs of ftiining metal. 

2. Any thing fparkling and (hilling. 

As hoary froft with fpangles doth attire 
The mefly branches of an oak half dead. 

Thus in a ftarry night fond children cry 
For the rich Jpangles that adorn the fky. 

'1 he twinkling fpangles, the ornaments of the upper world 
lofc their beauty and magnificence : vulgar fpeclators fee thc m 
but as a confufed huddle of petty illuminanis. Gla/nul. 
That now the dew with fpangles deck’d tte ground, 

A Tweeter fpot of earth was never found. Dryden. 

To Spa'ngle. v. a. [from the noun.] 'Fo befprinkle with 
fpangles or ftiining bodies. 

They never meet in grove or green. 

By fountain clear, orfpa/igled ftarlight (hecn. Shalefpeore. 

What liars do fpangle heaven with fuch beauty. 

As thofe two eyes become that heavenly face. Shakejpeore. 

Unpin that fpangled breaftplate which you wear, 

That th’ eyes of buly fools may be dope there. X), 
Four faces each 

Had, like a double Janus; all their (hape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thofe 
Of Argus. Milton's Par. LoJI. 

Then appear’d 

Spangling the hemifphere, then firft adorn’d 

With the bright luminaries, that fet and rofe, Afilisr,. 

The fpacious firmament on high. 

With all the blue ctherial (ky. 

And fpangFd heav’ns, a (Lining frame. 

Their great Original proclaim. Addifon's SpeTatir. 

Spa'niel. n.f [hifpanidu r, Latin; efpngncu', French.] 

1. A dog ufed for fports in the field, remarkoble for fagacity and 
obedience. 

Divers days I followed his fteps ’till I found him, having 
newly met with an excellent Jpaniel belonging to his dead 
companion. Sidney. 

There are arts to reclaim the wildcft men, as there are to 
make fpaniels fetch and carry: chide’em often, and feed ’em 
feldom. Dryden S SpanijbFryar. 

2. A low, mean, fneaking fellow; a courtier; a dedicator; a 
penfioner; a dependant; a placeman. 

I mean fweet words, 

Low crooked curtefies, and bafe fpaniel fawning. Shakefp. 
I am your fpaniel ; and, Demetrius, 

■ The more you beat me I will fawn on you. Shalefpeare. 
To Spa'niel. v. n. [from the noun ] To fawn on; to play 
the fpaniel. 

The hearts 

That fpaniel'd me at heels, to whom I gave 
Their wifhes, dodifeandy and melt their fweets 
On bloflbmingCjefar. Shalefpeare. 

Spanish Broom, n.f. [getii/la jur/cea, Lat.] A plant fo called, 
as being a native of Spain: it hath pliant branches, leaves placed 
alternately, flowers of the pea-bloom kind, fucceeded by 
fmooth pods, containing feveral kidney-fliaped feeds in each. 
Miller. 

Spanish Nut. n.f. [ ftfyrinchium , Latin.] A plant. 

It hath a flower rcfemhling the iris, from whence it diners 
in having a double root, one lying over another, after u.e 
fame manner as thofe of crocus and gladiolus. Milhr. 
Spa'nker. n.f. A fmall coin. 

Your cure too colts you but a fpankcr. Jjtnca . 

Spa'nner. n.f. The lock of a fufee or carabine. Bat"F 
My prince’s court is now full of nothing but butt-cca s 
fpanners , and mufket-refts. 

Spar. n.f. 

Marcafite. 

Spar is a mixed body, confiding of cryfial incorp • 
fometimes with lac tuner , and fometimes with ot ^L n '! n 7j’ 
(tony, earthy, or mctallick matter. n oc “ ‘ 

Some (tones, as fpar of lead, diflolvcd in proper 
(truums, become falls. Few on / 

[Spatre, Dutch.] A fmall beam ; the bar of a gate. 

_flr/il-rc. 


To fieht with prelufive ftrokes. ~- 

[j*papr- a n> Saxon; fperren, German J 


2. 

To Spar. v. n. 

To Spar. v, 

(hut; to clofe; to bar. 

And if he chance come when I am abroad, 
Sparre the yate fad for fear of fraud ; 

Ne for all his woift, nor for his beft, 

Open the door at his requeft. 

Six gates i’ th’ city with mafly flaples ; 

And correfponfive and fulfilling bolts. 

Spar up the fons of T roy 


SPA 

Yet for (he yode thereat half agr.ft. 

And Kiddie the ioanfparred after her taft. ■ .f' /f * 

Spa'kahle. n.f [rparran, Saxon, to fallen.] Small nai . 
c«.'rAORAP .».f. [In pharmacy.] A ceroch :% 

S With application of the common fporadraffw i^es, this 
ulcer was by a fontanel kept open. IVaftman a Nr .r.. 

To SPARK, v a. [j-pa;ian, Saxon fpa.ertn, Dnjch; ejpargue, 

, Vo ufe frugally ; not to wafte; not to con fume. 

Thou thy lather’s thunder dioft notjpare. Milton. 

„ To have unemployed ; to fave from any particular u e. 

All the time ire could [pore from the netefiary cares of his 
—eighty charge he bellowed on prayer, and Serving of God: 
he oftentimes fpent the night alone .11 church-praying, his 
head-piece, gorget, and gauntlets lying by him. A * 

He hast no bread to (pare. 1 - Fftravge. 

Only the fooliih virpins entertained this foolifh conceit. Mat 
there misfit be an overplus of grace fufficient to Supply their 
want; but the wife knew not of any that they nad :. / mv, 
but funpofed all that they had little enough. TVletfcn. 

Let a pamphlet conie in a proper juncture, and even one 
who can fpare a drilling (ball be a lubfcriber. Swift. 

To do without; to lofs willingly. 

I could have better f;a>'d a better man. Shak. lien. IV. 
For his mind, I do not care, 

That’s a toy that I could fpare \ 

Let his title be but great, 

His clothes rich, and band fit neat. Ben. JJo/fon. 

Scufc of pleafure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine; 

But pain is perfect mifery. Milton. 

Now (he might fpare the ocean, and oppofe 
Your conduit to the fierceli of her foes. Jl aler. 

The fair blefling we vouchfal’e to fend; 

Nor can we fpare you long, tho’ often we may lend. Dryel. 
4. To omit; to forbear. 

We might have (par’d otir coming. Milton. 

Be p eas’d your politicks to (pare 
I’m old enough, and can mylelf take care. Dr ten. 

J. To ufe tenderly; to forbear; to treat with pity; not to 
aiHict; not to deftroy; to ufe with mercy. 

Spare us, good Lord. Common Prayer. 

Who will fet the difeipline of wifdom over mine heart, 
that they Jare me not for my ignorances ? Eee/us xxiii 2. 
Doth not each look a flulh of lightning feel! 

Which fpare ; the body’s (heath, but melts the (led. Cleavcl. 
Dim fadnefs did not ,part 

Ccleftial vifages. Milton. 

Lefs pleafure take brave minds in battles won 
Than in reftoring fuch as are undone: 

Tygers have courage, and the rugged bear; 

But man alone can whom he conquers /pare. JValler. 

Spare me one hour ! O Jpetre me but a moment. Irene. 

6. To grant; to allow; to indulge. 

Set me in the re mote ft piace. 

That Neptune's frozen arms embrace; 

Where angry Jove did never Jjcir - 

One breath of kind and temperate air. R fcommon. 

7. To forbear to inflidt or impofe. 

Spare my remembrance; ’twas a guilty dav; 

And Rill the bjufh hangs here. Drjd. AH for Love. 

O fpare this great, this good, this aged kin<r. 

And fpare your foul the crime ! Dryden's Spanijb Fryar. 

Spare my fight the pain 

Of feeing what a world of tears it cofts you. Dryden. 
To Spare, v. n. 

l- I o live frugally; to be parcimonious; to be not liberal. 

H’ has wherewithal: in him 

Sparing would flrow a worfe fin than ill doitrine. Shakefp. 
Thofe wants, Which they rather feared than felt, would 
well enough be overcome by fpa- ing and patience. Knolles. 
Our labours late and early every morning, 

Midft Winter Trofts, then clad and ted with ftartnr , 

Rife t6 our toils. “ Otivny. 

God has not been fo faring to rrfen to make them barely 
two-legged creatures, and left it to Ariftotle to make them 


rational. 


Loche. 


When they difeover the paffionate defire of fame in the am¬ 
bitious man, they become jparing and Caving in'their commen¬ 
dations; they envy him the fatisfkaion of an applaufe. Addf 
Now a refervoir to keep a ni fpare. 

The next a fountain (pouting through his heir. 

No ftatute in his favour fays 
How free or frugal I (hall pafs my days; 

Who at fprne times fpend, at others fpare % 

UiviJcd between ■ artleffiiefs and care. 

** To forbear; to be fcrupuious. 

n "" V’ that thc - y be Unkindly 

J " ‘bej^were defrauded of the fpoil. Knolles 

In theft: relations, although he be more paring, his prede- 
. «H u , r wer, very 

J 0 P luck niy fill I j par’d not. Axdt.n. 


Pope. 


Pope. 


SPA 

7. .To ufe merev; to Forgive; to be tender. , . 

^ ( heir king:, out of a princely tcd.mg, v. as /paring and com- 

pallionate towards his fubiects. Bacon. 

Spare, adj. 

1. Scanty ; not abundant; para 10m tis. ... 

He was fpare, butdii'cieet ol •,-.!); better conceiving than 
SeUycring; equali/ flout and kii. l.-c l/new’s Sur-j. of Cornwat. 

Men ought to beware, that they ufe net e.\crcde -:;d a fare 
diet both. 1 a*--’: s Natures. HiJ. <ry. 

Join wi:h thee calm peace a'id quitt; 

Spa c fad, that oft with go s doth diet. Milton. 

The malt rs of tne w-rld were >d up with fa e diet; 
and the young gentlemen of Rome felt no want, of (lrength, 
becaufe they ate but once a Cay. Loc.ee. 

2. Superfluous; unwanted. 

If that r.o jpa e cloth's he had to give,. 

His own coat he woqld cCt, and it diltribute glad. F. BJ. 
As any of our - ck waxeu vveil, he might be removed; for 
which puipofe there were fet four, ten jpa e chambers. Bacon. 

Learning Items more <ffi.ipi.td to Uic female.vY.orld torn to 
thc,ma : e, becaufe they have more Jpurc lime upon their hands, 
an lead a more fedentary life Addijon s Spectator. 

In m yfpare hours you ve had your part; 

Ev’n now nn icrvilc hand your fover.eigo will obeys. Norr. 

3. Lean; wanting fletb; macilcnt. 

O give niq j >ur/pare men, and fpare me the great ones. Sh. 

If my name were liable to leal, 

I do not know the man I (hould avoid 

So fi>on as that fpare Cafttur. Shakefp. 'Jul us C far. 

Hi viffige drawn iis Jdc to Iharp and (pare. 

His arms clung to his rib:. Allttan’s Parad. LoJI. 

Spare. n.J. [irom the verb.] Parcimony; frugal ufe; liufbandry. 
Not in ufe. 

Our victuals failed us, though we had made good fpare of 
them. Bacon. 

Sp./r ■: R. H,f [horn (pare. ]' One who avoids expence. 

By nature far I tom profwi..'n, and yet a gi eater Jparer than 
a faver ; for though he had fuch means to accumulate, yet his 
forts, garrifons, and his leadings, wherein lie was only fump- 
tuous, could not but foak his Lxchequer. IVctton, 

Spa'riRib. n.J. [Jpart and LZ».[ Some part cutoff from the 
ribs: as, a Jpa/enb of pork. 

Spargefa'ction. n.J. fyargo,L,zt.] The a£l of fprinkling. 
Sp./r INC. adj. [from Jpaie. J 

1. Scarce; little. 

Of this there is with you paring memory or none; but we 
have large knowledge thereof: Bacon. 

2. Scanty ; not plentiful. 

If much cxercile, then ufe a plentiful diet; and if /paring 
diet, then little exercife* Bacon. 

Good air, folitary groves, and fpa/ing diet, fufficient to 
make you fancy yourft It one of the fathers of the delcrt. Pope. 

3. Parcimonious ; not liberal. 

Virgil being fo v ery jpa/ i/i • of his words, and leaving fo 
much to he imagined by the reader, can never be tranflated as 
he ought in any modern tongue. D/yelen. 

I hough (paring of his grace, to mifeliief bent, 

He feldom docs a good with good intent. Dryden. 

Sparingly, etdv. [from /paring .j 

1. Not abundantly. 

Give us leave freely ro render what we have in charge; 
Or fhall we /paring!, (Lew you far off 
Idie dauphin’s meaning? Shakefp. Henry V. 

The borders whereon you plant fruit-trees thou Id be large, 
and fet with fine flowers; but thin and Jpanngiy, left they de¬ 
ceive the trees. " ‘ Bacon's Ejjlys. 

2. Frugally ; parcimoniouflv ; not laviflily. 

Speech of touch towards others flmuld be fparingly ufed ; 
for difeourfe ought to be as a field, without coming home to 
any man.. Bac.ns itjfays. 

High titles of honour were in the king’s minority fparingly 
granted, becaufe dignity then waited on defert. Hayueaid. 
Commend but fparingly whom tlioudo’ft love; 

But lefs condemn whom thou do’lt not approve. Denham. 
The morality of a grave lenience, yfflffited by Lucan, is 
more fparingly ufed by Virgil. Dryden. 

3. W ith abltinence. 

Chriftians are obliged to tafte even tbe innocent pleafurcs of 
life but /pa/ ingly. Alter bury. 

4. ot wall great frequency. 

Our fecramenti, which had been frequented with fo much 
zral, were approached mote j par In ly. Attcrbwy’s Sermons. 
c. Cautioufly; tenderly." 

SPARK’. //. /. [ypeapea, Saxon ; (parkr, Dutch.] 
l. A (mai: particle ol iire, ocki.idie.i matter. 

I! any marvel how a thing, in jtfelf fa weak, could import 
any gi eat danger, they n.uft cotifidcr not fo much h„w fmall 

til ofpa/k Is that fficth up, as hov/ apt things about it aie to take 
fire. c ,, 

r , . hooker. 

1 am about to weep; but thinking that 

We are a queen, my drops of tears” 1’il turn 
I o ' 


> J parks of lire. 

24 R 
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tare. 
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